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Johnson, Jere

From: Jere Johnson [Johnson.Jere@epamail.epa.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, March 26, 2014 3:23 PM
To: Johnson, Jere
Subject: Fw: Comstock Mining
Attachments: 8. 2011 June Final Narrative.pdf; 5. CMI_Holes_DrillerAfter_4-27-2012 (2).pdf; 6. 2011 May 

11 Cease & Desist.pdf; 7. 2011 June 6 TNEV2011453.pdf

Jere Johnson 
Remedial Project Manager (SFD 8-2) 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
415.972.3094 (direct) 
415.947.3526 (fax) 
 
If I don't respond to a message, I may be out of the office.  
Security settings do not permit my "Out of Office" automatic e-mail response to be shared outside of EPA. 
----- Forwarded by Jere Johnson/R9/USEPA/US on 03/26/2014 03:21 PM ----- 
 
From: "Cindi Byrns" <byrns@comstockmining.com> 
To: Kathi Moore/R9/USEPA/US@EPA, Eric Esler/R9/USEPA/US@EPA, Jere Johnson/R9/USEPA/US@EPA,  
Cc: <glovato@ndep.nv.gov>, "Jeff Collins" <jrcollins@ndep.nv.gov>, "McIntosh, Carolyn" <CMcIntosh@PattonBoggs.com> 
Date: 02/24/2012 12:06 PM 
Subject: Comstock Mining 

 
 
 
2nd of 5. 
  
Cindi Byrns 
Director of Environmental and Regulatory Management 
 
702-927-3795(See attached file: 5. CMI_Holes_DrillerAfter_4-27-2012 (2).pdf)(See attached file: 6. 2011 May 
11 Cease & Desist.pdf)(See attached file: 7. 2011 June 6 TNEV2011453.pdf)(See attached file: 8. 2011 June 
Final Narrative.pdf) 
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STATE OF NEVADA 8-4ft~ ~tntX 

Deoartmcnt o' COl'lse-vation & Nawral Resources 
::>!V'~IO' ~ C•i EN\II'~OtJMEJ\:TAL PFDTECT;::-.1•. 

leo N Oroz4<1f, "i.. !>FwD• 

""""""' ~'!Js, I'! (. .:.6r.-"'.:;.=-

:xmill. !-.r.de::soJ 
Comstock. Mining 
1'.0 . .Box ll 18 
Yir~:ii1ia Cilj-, :\V 8944.0 

M~y li, 2011 

N.c: C:car.e and Deshl Frmn lntmlludnf'l l 'nlhlUlnls udo Waft>.rway 

De<tT Mr .. -".nfkrso.u, 

This ;ener is tn •nfotr>J. Comstock Mining (C"..ormtock) !h;;t i• .k ill violation of t\c'v-atla 
Revi.ed Stalllte 445A.465, specifically parts c and d. Therefore, the Ncvodn Division of 
Environmental Protection (!\DEl') require.<> that C'nmSfock imnwliatdy cease and desist 
froUJ inLroducing pollutants into, and remove lhe din and rock which it has placed in, the 
wulerwily ruuning parallel 10 .'>jcv~tda 342 north of Silver r.ily, Xevl\dll. In orde.r to 
rem0\7e llle mat~rial legally, ComstOCk mU&t obrain il working in wa1e1ways pcrmi1 from 
NDEP prior to commencing activities in the waterway. The pennir "I'I'lir:;~tinn ~~ loc.ated 
at ndep.nv.gov/hwpt:/forms.htm. PJea.~e contact Jeryl Gardner al (775) 687-?1)3 with 
questions regarding the working in waterways permit. 

NDE=> requires tha t all work lc remove the dirt and rot:k from Lhe waterway he cnrnpl<'t"d 
by June 24, 201 L ColllSLuck sbill.l demonstrate compliance has been achieved by 
submining a narrative of the work which was done and pictures of the area which clearly 
rll"mnn<trntP. thP. w~tt:".rway bas been restcm:d, 

:f C:o":' ... \tftek ""li:dt:!.s lu c.ocstruct a pe; ta::u :~:: :t :.:H~ing of the walCl\vuy. ~t.re: per.nirs arc 
~uired, sume from federal agcncie:.. Ui~en the elongrucd til,.h!frem:.: which sucP 
additional activity may incur, NDEP requires the dirt and nx;k to be remoYcd and the 
waterway restored to functionality before any sucb effort is undertaken. 

Failure to immediately cease and desisl or to restore the site by the date given may result 
lll Com&tock M ining hei ng ;mhjeC'.t 1'1'1 An r nfm<:"lncnt _,•,ction, which j~ MSOcia~cd with 
penalties of up tc $25,000 per day, pa ,.julation. 

Plea~e conw;;t thi' undersigned at (775) 687-9502 with auestion.~ regarding this mntter. 

ec: v'alene Ki'lg, Enfor.ccm,;;m ~upc.1Tvl~or, ISWI'C 
Jeryl Gaitlllcl, P.E., l'<:n ui(!.., BWPC 

Sjocerelv 
:"' ,,;_. ""' , .I' 

,;,~sf":;' .. ~=~ --~ ···--
.r. ; ..r --

_.:' Jeffrey &-win 
Compliance Officer 
\'hiLer ;>olJoot;o, r.ontrol 

Todd Process, Reclamation HMRR 
90 I S. St><wall Su • ...., SuitE 400 I • t:~rson Oty, NeY>da 8970 I • p: 775.687.4670 • t 775.687.5856 • nd&p.nv.gov .,, '" -:.D 



June: 6.; 2011 

Mr. ertnelh L. Dorr, P .. .. 
18115 Lake Vista Rd . 
Washoe VaHey, NV 89704 

STATE OF NEVADA 
Department of Conservation & Natural Resources 

DIVlSION OF ENVI1RONMENTAL PROlECliON 

B.rian Salldoval·, Govemor 

!.eo M. tlrc:lzxlorr, P.E., Dnetor 

Coll!U!fl c;Afpp!;, Jltl. Adm'rr If~~ 

Sub ~ect Temporary Permit T.NEV2011453 -Comstock ~Jinmg R342 access road for exploratory drilling 

Dear Mr. Dorr: 

The permit for temporary wo'Jting in waterways is enclosed. The permit wiD be io effect from .June 7, lall through 
December 6, 2011. The permit autborjzes the tempornr.y work in WilteJS f tlte State as descn'bed in the application 
and infonna.tion provided to the Division. The mal project na1't'ative with photo documentation is due January 28, 
2012 or by the 28U! day of the month foUowin,g proj~t conclu · n, wbichever c;:omes firs>t 

Please give .rl:le a caU at 775-fJ87-9 23 if yon bave any qneslions. 

En o ures: Temporary Permit .NEV2011453 

cc: CompJhmce Coordioatoc, BWPC (hand-delivered) 
JeM Stone, BWQ.P (electronic) 
Todd Process., BMRR (elec:tronic) 
Kristine Hansen, SACE -Reno F idd Office, 300 Booth St. Rm 3060, Reno, N\1 89509 (w/pennil) 

90 S. Ste\ rt Stree~, Suite 4001 • Carson G ty, Nevadll8970 1 ·~2.49 • p: 775.687.4670 • f: 775.687.5856 • neep.11111.gov 
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NEVADA DI\'ISION OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

TEI\1PORARY 
AUTHORIZATION TO WORK IN WATERWAYS 

In compliance wilh the pro isions Chapter 445A of the Nevada Revised Statutes (NRS)t the 
Permittee, 

Comstock Mining 
P.O. Box 1118 

Virginia City, NV 8.9440 

is autho.rized to operate beavy equipment (IQlliug tocl) .and to w rk in watet of the State for an 
mining exploration project invol vi cr access road construction and riprnp waterway crossing 
instaUatio , in .accordance with the plan and infimn.ation submitted to NDEP. for the project 
adjareot to and west of SR342, in and near Gold Canyon Creek. m ephemeral drainage, located 
between Gold Hill and Silver City, approximate y at: 

Storey County 
NE 1.4 Section 8, l6N R21E MDB&M 

Latitude: 39° 16' 1511 N Longitnde: 119c 381 SS''W 

in .recei vmg aters rtarned: 

Gold Canyon Creek, an ephemeral drainage 

in accordance with discharge ]imitations, monitoring requirements, and other conditio s et forth 
in Parts I, ll, and ill hereof. 

This permit shall beco111e effecti. V· on .June 7, 2011. 

Tllis p rm.it shall expire at midnight December 6. 2011. 

Signed thi.s 6111 day of June. 201 L 

~~-?e. 
JJR:{;ardner, P.E. 

1 

B re-au of Water Pol lution Control 

P:\BWPOBWPC Pe.t'J'Jlils\TNEV\201 1453\1 EV:Wl l4 3 COMSTOCK -SR342 ACCESS ROAD Pto,IT 061Ldocx 
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I.A. DISCHARGE LIMITATlONS. MONI'I'ORING. AND ·CO ·nmONS 

Introduction: Th . Permittee, Comstock fining. j conducting exploration and 
drilling for a proposed gold mining operation to be located west of State Route 342, 
between Gold Hill and Silver City, in Storey County, Nevada. Exploration drilling is 
expected to continue intermittently for the ne:d 2-3 years; the wotk will require 
c-onstruction of tempor-ary a.cces ro•ads that will cro.~s an. ephemeral drainage. Gold 
Canyon Creek. Construction of the toad will require re-grading of ·l:he drainage 
cross.ing, and placement of riprap in the channel ttO allow cro ing of vehicles without 
cul · erts or bridges. ruprap will also be placed upstream and do·wnstream of the 
stream crossing and these will tie in to the stream crossing riprap section. The project 
at o requ irros removal of native rocks an debri that have slid into the channel 
approximately 400 feet our:h of the stream crossing area. The project will commenc 
in June, 2011. Best Management Practices (BMPs) wm be used to minimize er(lsio.n 
and sedimentation of ·l:he tream cr.o. sing. and upstream and downstream proJect 
activi'des during and after the installation of tbe riprap . 

. A.l. Disdlarge Limitations! During the period beginning on the eJfecti e d!ate of this 
permit and lasting Ull i1 the permit expires, the Permit ee ~, authorized to work in 
waters of the State in the nbject areas of the waterbodies. BMPs shall be adhered 'tO 

for all work components and possibJe flow conditions. Water qual ity m_anagement 
:shall b uob that the :vater quality in the ephemeral drainage shall not be degraded 
beJow natural conditions. 

.A.2. Monitorin1 ReqJiir.ements! Project onitoring shall be conducted hy mean of a 
concise na.n;ati v port escribing the project aod a 'eries uf photo · documenting the 
project activities as presented to NDEP, including the. implementation of BMPs. he 
.,efore, dur.in:g and after' photo ·, · hall document all ooru tmction and. waterbod y 
cr·o ~:ingc.related activities, and B iP ins.tallations, and. removals. as well as site 
restoration acti . i'ties. The photos. shan be taken from established photo points. The 
photos, aJong \Vith the narrative report: of the project ctivities, sh..111 be submitted to 
the D.ivis.ion by the 28th da }r of tbe month following expiration of rhe permit or 
·COnclusion of the project whichever is tess. 

1.~.3. Specific Condilio115; For any heavy equipm~t u din the project areas in and near 
Gold Canyon reek in Storey Co1mty, Nevada, the operations. shall be conducted in 
accordance with rhe plans and informaHon submitted to the Division, and the 
following terms and condi'tions; 

a. y heavy equipment (backhoe, etc.), to b used in and near the ephemeral 
drainage mu t be thoroughly steam cleaned before being introduced into or 
work is conducted in the drain age and adjacent area6 to prevent p-otential 
contamination. All leaks shaH be repaired immediately. All equ.ipment 
fneHng and totage l)f fnels shall be conducted ff-s.Ue and at least 100 feet 
a\vay from the Gold Canyon Creek. 
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b. Best Management Practices (BMP ) ·hall be applied aod precautions shall be 
taken to pre:\'ent and control releases of: debris, sec5ment, any tra sport of 
sediments and to pr·event and control · lnbidity in the water bodi~_ during the 
construction activities. 

c. Specific temporary BMPs shall include straw bales. dprap and ol:her metbods. 
P·ennanent BNIPs .shall be installed after the access road is re-graded, and 
ripra:p installed. and after any remporary di:versions are removed. 

d. No process water or dust control water shall be discharged in or near the 
diain_ages. Only necessary amounts of dust control water shall be applied. 

e. A record shall be kep·[ of ·each day' .s use of heavy equipment in lhe ephemeral 
drainage. and adjacent areas. 

f. Any di version structure shall be engineered to effectively di:vert water around 
the proJect, minimizing seep water. When pos ·ible. activities hall be 
schedu.led during periods of low flow. 

g. Every precantion must be taken in site stabilization of the area b)' the 
replacement of vegetation ru appH ahle and practicable. The entire project 
area haU be r tored as closely as possible to the original conditions. 

b. Stockpile-S and debri . ha I not be st.ored near the drainage and adjacent areas. 

i. The Permittee. Comstock Mining, beam the sole responsibility to ensure tha 
the requirements of tb 's temporary permit are fully satisfied. 

J. !\..4. Schedule of Comptian~ The Permittee shalt achieve compliance with the permit 
Umitation~;. upon issuance of the permit. 

LA.5. DoCllmentation: Documentation, in lieu of arnpiing. must be submitted as pecified 
in Part 1A.2. 

I.A.6. Final Re'PC)rt: The final narrative re.port with photos descnibing and docume]J,ting the 
results of the roject's activities shall be submitted after the etJd of the permit The 
xeport shall contain the origut.al signaLur~ -of the Engineer-In-Charge of the project. 
The final report s'hall be received~ at the address given below. by the 28th day o the 
month following project completion or perm.iit expiration, whichever oomes first_ 

Nevada Division of Environmental Protection 
Bureau of Water Pollution Control 
AT : Comp.Uance Coo :dinatll'r 
901 South Stewart Sweet, Suite 4001 
Carson City,. Nevada. 89701·5249 

T. A-7. Water Quality Standards: Ther shall be no discharge of su stances that would 
cause a violation of water quality , mndards of the State of Nevada. 
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LA.B. Sediment Discharge: There shaH be n discharge of 8ediment in other than t'Tace 
amounts. 

LA. 9. Odors: There shaH be no ob · ection able odors genern:ted in the conduct of this project. 

I.A.lO. Authorized Project Activities: There shall be no water management or rolling stock 
activities undertaken except those as antho:rired by thi. permit 

I.A 1 L Plan ApprovaJ: Tbe project elements/components/activities shall be oonstructed and 
. r conducted in accordance v.rith tihe plans submitted to and approved by the Division. 
The plans must be approo.··ed by the Division p.rior to tbe start of construction. All 
changes to the approved plan must b ~ approved by the Division. 

I. A. 2. Presumption of Possession and Compliance: Cop· es of this permi4 any subsequent 
mod.i.ficatioll5 shall be maintained at the permitted pmjec c / e at all times. 

I B. MO TORING AND R.EPURTJNG 

I.B.l. Monitoring 

a. Represeotattve Samples: Samples and measurements taken as required 
herein shall be representative of lbe volume and nature of the monitored 
di charge. · 

b. Test Pl-ocedu1-es: At1lllyse.'i sl all be cunducled by .a '!;ertified laboratory" 
using an "'approved method of testing', as defined in NAC 445A.0564 ond 

AC 445A.0562. respectively. 

c. llecording the Results: For each JDeasu[ement or sample taken purs~_nt to 
the requirement-s of dlis permit the Permntee ~hall record the following 
information: 

1. The exact place, date, and time of s.arnpling; 
ii. The dates the analyse.s. were performed; 
m. The person{s) who performed the analyse.; 
iv. The analytical techniques or methods used; and 
v. The result:~ of all required anal ses, indmli:ng reporting limits. 

d, Additional Mooitormg by Permittee: If the Permittee monitors any 
pollutant l the location(s) designated here n more frequently than required by 
rh i pen1lit, 11 sing a.ppm'>'ed analytical methods as pecified above, th re ults 
of sucb onil)oring shall be included in any caJculatioo and/or reported value 
required by this permit. Such incr·cased :frequency shall also be indicated in 
required! reports . 

e. Records Retention: All rec rds and information resulting from monitoring 
activities; the permit application~ reporting required by Uris permit, including 



EV2011453 
Page 5 of 13 

all records of analyses performed, ·calibration and maintenance of 
jn twmentation, and recordings from continuous mooitorirlg instrumentation 
shall be retnined for a minimum of fi e. (5) • em o:r longer if requir d by the 
Administrator. 

f. Reporting Limits: Uruess otherw·is.e allowed by the Ui vision, the appro·ved 
me-thod of testing selected for anal~e..,, shall ha e a reporting limit which. i: : 

Half or less of the discharge limit; or, if there is no disoh~r~re :Li:mit, 
ii. Half ,of less of the applicable water quality criteria4 or, if there is no 

limit or crlteria, 
iii The lowest reasonably obtainable. limit using an appro·ved test method. 

g. Modificatio.u of ~lonltoring Frequency .and Sample Type! After 
conside.r'ng momltoring da:ra. discharge flow. discharge freqtJ·en y,, and 
receiving water conditions, the Division andlor Administrator may, for j u t 
cause, modify the monitoring frequency andlor sample type by issuing an 
order to !he Permittee. 

Definitions 

i .30-day av~rage dlSChal'ge: means the to:tal. discharge during a month 
divided by the number of amples io the period that the facility was 
discharging. Wbere less than daily sampling is required. by thi 
permit, the 3Q,.,day average di charge shall be determin,ed by dle 
summation of all the measured discharges divided by the nwnbe.r of 
'amples during the period when the mea. nrem nt were made_ 

ii. Daily m~mum: ·,s the highest measurement obtained du:ring lhe 
monitoring per· od-

. ii. 30-day average concentration: means the arithmetic wean of 
measurements made duri11g a month. 

iv. "Discrete~' sample: means any individual sampJ collected in less 
than 15 mi nntcs. 
Composite sample: flow rate ·composite means: the arithmetic mean 
of no fewer than sil{ individual measurements taken at equal time 
intervals or 24 hourr., or for the dur-ation of diS(;harge, whichever is 
shorter. For other than flow rat a composite sample means a 
combination of no fewer than. six individual flow-weigh..ted samples 
obtained at equal time intervals for 24 hou.rs. or fo the duration of the 
discharge, whichever is short·eor. Flow-weighted sample means that the 
volume of each individual sample shall be proportional to the 
di charge flow rat.e at the time of sampling. 

I.B.2. Reporting.: Analytical data and monitoring results shall b~ ~umm.ariz.ed and/or 
tabulated for presentation in standardized Discbarge Monitoring Reports (DMRsJ. 
Laboratory reports for quantitati\Je analyses conducted by State of Nevada certified 
]aboratorie.s must accm1~11a.ny D1viR submittals., 

DMRs shall be received by the 28th day of the month following the effe tive da:re f 
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the permit and the 28tl.l day of each month for tLhe duration of the perJillt_ If no 
d.lscbarg occur~ during the reporting period, SI:IIDDlarize the project stams and report 

1n·o discharge-~ on the submitted DMR 

D1vm.s must be signed by l:he authorized rnpt"CSentaH ve that is responsible for the 
facility, The first DMR submitted under thls permit must include the written 
designation of the a:uthorl7.t:>..d represent.Sitive elected to ign n:MRs.. Th~ d signated 
.representative responsible for fuc.ility operations must · ign each subseq11ent DMR 
submitted ·o the Di\ri ·on. If the auiliorlzod representative ebanges, a. nc:w designatiGn 
letter must be submitted. 

a. Monthly Reponing: Monthly reporting is :not required unde.r this permit A 
Final Re,port is required far this pernrit 

b. Other Information.: Whexe the Pe:rmiuee becomes aware of fai]ure to subn:dt 
any relevant facts ]n .a penn:it application or h as submitted incomct 
info:rtna~tion in a permit applicatio·n or in any 11epmt to the Di.vision. the 
Penui:ttee shaU promptly submit such ·act . or information. 

c. Planned Cbanges: The P·ennittee shall give notice to the Division as ~oon as 
possible of any planned physical :alterations or additions. to me permitted 
facilit . Notice is required o:o]y when the aheration or addition to a permitted 
facility: 

1. Could significantly change the nature or increase the quantity of 
pollutants dis.charged; or 

li. .Results in a : gnificant change to the Permittee' sludge management 
practice or disposal sites .. 

d. Antieipat.ed Nonc:ompliance: The Permittee s:hall give advance notice ~:o the 
Administrator of aoy planned changes in the permi!tt~d facility or activity 
which may result' in noncompliance with pe11Ili1 requ.iremenl:s , 

e. Submittal: An original signed copy of these re11orts, and all other reports: 
required herein, sba:ll be ·ubmiued to the Divis:io.n ar the following address: 

Nevada Division o:f Envirnnmental Prote£tio:n 
Bun:au of Water Pollution C.(JD.trol 
A : Compliance Coo:rd.inntor 
901 S. Stewart Street, Suite 4001 
C:mo:n Cit)!, Nevada 897,01-5249 

lB.3. Signatory Certification Required on AppUeation and Reporting },orn~B: 

a. AU applications, reports., or information su bmittcd ro th Adn:d.ni b:ator .shall 
be signed! ;md certified by making the foil owing certification: 
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''I certify wder penalty of Jaw, that this document and aU attachments 
were prepared wtder my direction or snpervls" in. atxordance with a 
:system designed to assure that qualified personnel. propnly gathered and 
evalnated the Information submitted. :Based on my inquiry Gf the perso 
or persons lvho manage the system, or thas.e pe-rsons directly respmuible 
for gadter'mg infonnation, the information submitted is,. to the best of my 
knowledge and be6eJ; true, accurate, and complete. I am a are that there 
are significant penalties for submitting false information, including the 
possibiUty of .fme and imprisonment for knowing violations.:"' 

b.. All application ., reports, or other information submitted to the Division shall 
be igned by o.ue ofthe ~oHowing: 

i. A. principal execut:i ve officer of the corporation (of at least the. level of 
vice pre;fdent) or bis authorized represenrative who is responsible for 
lhe overall operation of the facility from which the discharge described 
in the app]jcation or reporting form originates; 

ii. A general partner of the p:artllersh ip; 
Hi. The proprietor of the sole proprietarsl.dp; or 
]v. A principal executive officer. ranking elected official, or other 

authorized employee of the mllllliicipal, state. or othet pub ic facility. 

c. Changes tn .Aatborkation: If an at~thorization. under Part LB.3'. i no longer 
accuraLe bec:au a different indi\•idual or p 'tioo has responsibility for the 
overall operation of the facility, a new authorization atisfying the 
requirements o.f Part I.B.3 . must be submitted to the Administrator prior to or 
together wi any reports. infonnation. or applications to be signed by an 
authorized represeotati ve. 

MANAGEMENT REQUIREMENTS 

Change :ilt Disch_ rge. discharges aulhorized herein shall be con iistent with the 
term and conditions of thJs p mi . he discharge of any pollutant identified in this 
permit more fmquently than, o, a a level in cxces f, that autholizedl &hall constitute 
a violatiOQ of the permit. 

Any anticipated facility ex.pansions thar wm r~sult in new, different, or increased 
discharges of pollutants must be n:::pm1ed by submi<>,o;ion of a new application or. if 
uch changes wil not violaw lhe effluent limitations specifi,ed in lhls. permit, by 

notice to the pennit is uing authority of such changes. Any changes to tbe permitted 
facility must comply with NAC 445A.283 to 445A.285. Pur uant to NAC 445A.263, 
the permit may be modified to specify and limit any poHotants not previou_sly limit cL 

lfacilities Operation-Proper Operation and Maintenanee: The Permittee shall, at 
aJl limes , maintain in good workiog order and operRte as efficiently as po~. ilik al 
control faciljt:ies , coJlection sy terns, or pump stations ~nstalled or used by the 
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Permittee to achiev't'~ compliance with the terms and conditions of thi permit. 

Advers~ Impact-Duty to Mitigate: The ·emrittee hall take all reasonable steps to 
minin:Uze releases to the environment resu it1ng from noncompliance with any effluent 
limi ta:tions speci.fi.ed in this: pe.rmi.t, induding such accelerated or additional 
monitoring as necessary to determine the nature and impact of the noncomp1yi.og 
discharge. The Perrn1ttee . haU carry o tt such measures as reasonable, to prevent 
significant ad ver-se impacts on human health or th environment. 

Noncompliance; Unauthol·ized Discharge-, Bypassing, and Upset: 

a. Any d ·version, bypa , spill, overflow. or discharge of wastewater from 
evaporat' on or conveyance facilities under the oontro1 of the Permittee is 
prohibited ~cept as ;;mthoriz~d by this permit. In the event the P:ermlttee has 
knowledge that a djvenrion, bypass sp· l overflow. or di charge not 
a.uthoriz~ by thls permit is pro hable, the Pe.cm.i: tee shall immediately notify 
the Division by calling the Spill hotline at 775-687-9485 or 1-888-33 -6337. 

b. The Permittee sbal notify the Adnrini trator within twenty-four (24) hours of 
any diversion. bypass., spill, up5e<t, overtl:ow, or release of discharge other that1 
that which is au.tfl.orized iby the permit, by calling the NDEP SpiU Hotline at l -
88&-331 -6337. The following shall be included as. info·nnation which mus be 
reported within 24 hours: 

i. Any unanticipated bypass which exceeds any effl11ent limitation in he 
permit; 

ii. Any upset whlch exceeds any ·effluent limitation in the p~.;rmit; .and 
iii. Any violation of a limitation :For any toxic pollutant or any pollutant 

identified as the method to control a toxic poU11rant 

c. A "'i\'IiUen report shall be rubmit!ted to th Division witbiD five (5) days of 
divers ~on, bypasi , spill, overflow, ups t, or di&cbarge detailing the e.ntire 
incident irtduding: 

1. Time and date of discl atge; 
ii. Exact location and estimated amount of discharge; 
ru. Ftm~· path and any bodies of water \~o·hich the discharge contacts; 
iv. ·• The specific cause of the discharge; and ' 
v. The Pl'eventi ve and/or corrective actions taken. 

d. The Permittee shall report all in tan·ces of noncompliance not reported under 
Part II.A.4.c. at the time monitoring repo are submitted. The reports shall 
contain the information listed .in Par ll.A.4.c. 

e. A "bypasstt means the intentional diversion of aste tream from any po on 
of a facility. 

1. Bum.ss uot exceedin~ iuri ~ations : The Perminee may allow any 
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bypass to occur which does not cause effluent limitations to be 
exceeded. but oruy if it also is for es entia! maintenance to assure 
efficient operation. These bypasses are not subject to the provisions o·f 
Parts ll.A.4.a. and II.AA.b. 

ii Anticipated bvvass: H the Permittee know · m advanc:.:e of the need fo 
a bypas • it shall submit prior notice. if possibl t a:l least ten ( 1 0) day& 
before the date. of bYPass. 

f. Bypass is prohibited, and lhe Di· ision may rake enfo.roem nt action again-st a 
Pe.mrittee for bypass, unlcs : 

i. The bypass was unavoidable to pre ent loss of life, personal injury. or 
·w:re property damage· 

ii. There were no feasible alternatives to the bypass, such as the use o 
auxiliary evaporation facilities or m.aintenance duri.ng non:n.al periods 
of equipment down time. This condition : s not sat1sfied if adequate 
back~up equipment should ha e been instalJed in the e e cise of 
reasonable engineering judgment to prevent a bypass which occurs 
during noonal perlods of ·equipm .nt downtime or preventative 
maintenance; and 

111. The .. Permittee submitted notices as required under Part U.A.4.e. 

g. T e Di i ion 11lliy approve an aoticipated bypass. aftec considering · ts advcr e 
effects, it the Division determines that it win meet the ·mree conditions listed 
io Part II.A.4.f. 

h. An ''up.set ' means an exception a] incident in w hic.h there is unintentional and 
temporary noncompliance with technology-based permit effluent limitations 
becaruse of factors beyond lhe reasonable control of the Permittee. An upset 
does not inc ude noncomprance to the extent .caused by operational error. 
improperly designed facillties. lac of pre entive maintenance, or carele ~ or 
improper operation. 

L A Permitliee who wis es o establish me affirmative defense of up.set shall 
demon trate, through properly signed. c.ontemporn.neous. operating logs. or 
other n~1evant evidence tb t: 

I i 

J. An upset occurred and the Permitt:ee can identify the cause(s) of the 
upset~ 

ii. The permitted facility was at the time being properly pe.raled~ 
m. The Permittee submitted notice of the upset as required uoder art 

ll.A.4.e.; and . 
iv. The Pennittee complied with .any temedial measures required un r 

B.A.3. 

j. An upset constitutes an affumati.ve defense to an ac6on brought for 
noncompliance with such lochnology-hased permit effl. ent limitations if the 
11 -qu.irernents of Part IIA.4.'. are m t 
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k. In selecting the appropriate enforcement option, the Administrator sha:l!l 
consider whethe-r o:r not the noncomplia:uce: was the result of au upset. The 
burden of proofis on the Pe.nnittee to establish that an np&et ooourred. 

Removed ~"'ubstanoos: Solids, sludges,. filter backwash, or other poUutmts removed 
in the coot e of control of process wastewaters &hall he disposed of in a mW!I.Der su<:h 
as w prevent any poUution frotn uch materials from entering any oa vigable waters. 

Safeguards to Electr'c Power Failure: Io order to maintain compliance with the 
dfl uent li:nlltations aod p(ohil biti 11 . o,f this permi the, p,ermittee ball either. 

a Provide, ar me time of ,discharge. an aJternative power oource sufficient to 
operate l.be wastew arer control faciHties; or 

b. Ha1t or reduce al'l discharges upon the redu.ction, loss, or failure of the primar3' 
source of power to tbe was~ewa:~er cootrol facilities. 

RE-SPONSIBILITIES 

R.ight or Entry and In~-pedion: The Permittee shall ru1ow 'l:.he Administrator and/or 
b:is authorized representatives, upon the presentation af .credentia]s, to: 

a . Enter. at reru onable limes, upon the Per:mittee1s premises where an efflue,nt 
source is Jocated or in whi·ch any records are required to be Imp£ under the 
terms and conditions of lhi . permit; 

b. Have acces.s to a11d copy any records requ1 red to be lrept under ·the terms and 
conditions of this permit; 

c. Inspect, at reasonable times, any facilities. equipment (in:Ctuding monitoring 
and contra equipment), pr.acrices, or operations req11ired in ri"lris permit; and 

d. Perform an necessary samp1ing or monitoring to determine oompliance with 
tihls permit at any Jocation for any parameter. 

Tl'a.Mfer of Ownershap or Control~ In the event of a:ny change in control or 
ownership of facllitiit;.s from which tbt' authorj · ed dist:hctr:ge emanates, the l;'e~mi«ee 
shall notify the succeeding owner or contr-o11 :r o:f the existence of this, pe.nnit, by 
letter, a oopy of which shall be t:orwarded to the Adrn1nistrartor. The Administrator 
may requ:i.re modification or revocation and re-·ssua_nce of the permit to change the 
name of the Permi'Uee and incorporate such other :requirements as mfl.y be necessary. 
The Divis· on shall approve all transfer of permits. 

Availability of Reports: Hxcep for data determined to be confidential under NRS 
445A.665, all reports prepared in accordance ~·m the terms of this permit shall be 
available for public inspection at the office of the-Administrator. A required by the 
Act. effluent data shall not be considered confidential. Knowingly mak:ing any false 
.statement on any such report may result in the imposition of crinlinal pelll!!ltie..;;: ~ 
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Furnishing False Information and Tampering with Monitoring DI!Viees: Any 
person who kno\\'ffigly ~es any fal e statement, representation, or c-ertification-in 
any .application, record, report, plan, or other docmnenl filed or required to be 
maintained by the provision ofNRS 445A.300 t:o 445A. 730. inclu&ive. or by any 
penni , rule, r~gu~ation, .or order isS1!1ed pursu.ant tbereto or who falsifies, tampers 
with, or knowingly renders inaccurate any monitor.ing device or method required to 
be maintained under the provisions of NR.S 445A. 300 tu 445A. 730., inclusive ·Or by 
any permit, ruJ.e. regulation, o · order issued pursuant thereto· is guilty of a gross 
misdemeanor and shall be punished by a fine of not more than $10;000 or by 
:imprisonment. Thi.s penalty is in addition to any other penalties, civil or criminal. 
provided pursuant to NRS 445A.300 to 445A. 730,. inclusive. 

Pe alty for VloJation. of Permit Conditions· NRS 445A.675 provides that any 
per n who violates a permit .con.diE.i.on rs subject to administrative and judicial 
sanctions as outlined in :S 445A.690 through 445A.705. 

Pel'mU Mmlification 1. Suspension, or Remration! After notice and ·opportunity for 
a hearing. this permit DlliY be modified, suspended, or revok.ed. in whole or in pan 
diuring .iits tenn for cause including, bul not .l.im.ited to, the following: 

a. · iolatiun of any terms or conditions of this permil; 

b. Obtaining this permit by misrepresen·ration or failure to dls lose flllly aU 
rele ant facts; 

c. A change in any condition lhal requires e · tl.'ier a ternpor.uy Of permanent 
reduction o.r elimination of the authorized discharge~ 

Toxic Pollutants.: Notwithstanding Part II.B.6., if a. ~mdc effiueot ~tomdard or 
prom"bition (including any ,chedule of compliance specified in · uch effluent tandard 
or prohibition) is established under Section 307(a) of dte Act for a toxic pollutant 
which is present in the discharge and such standard or prohibition is more stringent 
than .any limitation for such poUutant in this, permit. this permit sball be revised or 
modified in accorda_nce with the tox:ic effluent standrurl or prohibition and tbe 
Permitte·e so notified. 

IT.B.8. Liability: Nothing in this permit shall be cons.tmed to preclude the institution of any 
legal action or relieve the Permittee from any responsibilities, liabilities, or penalties 
established pursuant to any applicab]e Federal, State, or local Jaw , regulations, or 
ordinances. 

ll.B.9. Property R'ghts: The issuance of this permit does not convey any property rights, in 
eithe.r real or persona] property, or any .excJusive privilege.~;. rights. or rights of access 
or ea:sement; nor does it authod7.e a:n.y injury t<J private p :opel'ty, any in'\'as.ion <Jf 
pe.rsonal rights. or any intring.ement of Federal. State. or local Iaw.s or reg~ lation", 

ll.B.10. Sm;crabillty: The provisions of this permit &e severable, and if any provision of this 
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permil or the appr ·ation of any pro •isions of this permit to any circumstance is held 
invalid, the applicadoo of such pr vision to other ciroumstanoes and. the remainder of 
1.!his permit shall not be affected thereb _ . 

II.B.l 1. eed to Halt or :Reduce Adhity Not a Defense: The need to halt or reduce 
permitted activ'tics in order t.o maintain compliance v/th the conditions. of thi .... permit 
shall not be a. defense for a Permittee in an enfnrcetr~Jent action. 

IT.B.12. Duty to Provide Information: The P.ermittee shall furnish to the dministrator. 
within a reasonable time, any relevant information which the Admini. trator may 
request to determine whether cau e exists for modifying. revoking and reissuing, or 
terminating t · permit, or to determine compliance with thls pennit. The Permittee 
shall also furnish to the .1\d:ministr-ator, upon request. copies of record required to be 
kept by thi permit. 

PARTm 

m.A. OTHER REQUlREMENTS 

m.A.l. Signatures, c.ertifltatioo l."equiJ'.ed on appUca.tio.o and reportin.g fonns 

a. All applica:l;ions. reports, or infonn ation submitted to· the Administrator shall 
be signed and certified by making the following certification: 
ul certify under penalty of law, that this document and aU .attachments were 
prepared under y direction or ·~u.pervision in accordance with a system 
de igned to assure that qualified personnel properly · gathered and e alua:red 
the information ubmitted. Based on my inquiry o'f the person or persons who 
manage the system or tho-e persons directly responsible for gathering 
information, the information submitted is, to he best of my knowledge and 
belief, true,. accurate. and compJ~ete, I am aware that there are , ignificanrt 
penalties for submitting false information, including the po sibility of fine and 
imprisonmea.t fo owing violations." 

b. 1 applications, reports or other infonnation submitted to the Admiob-trator 
shaU be-signed by one of the following: 

i. A principal eX:ecutive officer of the corporation (of at least the level of 
vice president) or his authorized representative who is responsible fq 
the overall operation of the · acHity from which the di charged~ cri.bed 
in the appJication illr rcpa.rti:n:g · orm origmates; or 

u._ A general partner of the partner hip; or 
iii. The proprietor of the sole proprietorship; or 
IV. A principal executiv·e officer, ranking elected official or other 

authorized employee of the municipal. state or other pubJic fncility. 

·C, Duly Authorized Representative: All Dischru:ge Manit dng Repo ts and 
any other .information requ"red by this permit or requested by the 
Administrator shall be ~ igned by a {'Jiel"SOn described in paragraph (b) of this 
ectio or by a duJy authorized repre~~;:ntati ve of that person. A per on · · a 

du.l.y authorized representative only if: 
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i. The ~utllorizat' oo is made in writing by a person described in 
paragraph (b) of this section 

ii The authorizati n pecifies eithec an individual or a pos"tion having 
respon ib 'Jity for environmenta1 matters for the company. and 

ill. The authorization is submitted to the Division. 

d . Changes to Authorization: If n authorization under parag1aph c, of this 
section .i no 1 onger ac urate because a different · ndi vi. dual or position bas 
responsibility for the overall operation of the facility, a new ,authorization 
sat1 tying the .requirements of perag;raph b. of this section mnst be su.bmittted 
to the Administratm prior to or mgetb.er with any reports~ information. or 
:applicati ns to be signed. by an authorized representatl e. 

ID..A.2. Holding Pond Condit ion..;: Tf any wastewater from the Permittee's facility js placed 
in ponds. uch ponds han be located and constructed so as to: 

a. . (;Ontain with no discharge the 25-year 24-hour rorm at said location; 

b. \vilhstand w·th no discharge the 100-year flood of aid location; and, 

c. prevent escape of wastewater by leakage other than as authorized by this 
permit. 

m.A.3. Flow Rate Notification~ The Pennittee shall notif)• thJ dn:tini trator. by letter not 
later than ninety (90) days after Lhe 30-day average daily intluent flow r.de ~t 
equal8 or •e;Jlceeds 85% of the design tre~tment ca.paci ty of the Permittee" s facility 
given in. Part I.A above_ 'fhe ie.tter shall include: 

.a, The 30-d.ay average daily .influent flow rate; 

b. The max.imum 24-hour flow rate dn iog the 30-day period r,eported above, and 
the date the maximum flow occurred~ 

c. The Permittee's estimate of w en the 30-day .average influent flow rate will 
equal or e ceed ·the design treatment capacity of the Pe:rmittee•s facility; 

d. A status report on the treatment works whicb will outline bu not be limited to 
past perfomLance, rem~g capacity of the Jjmit.ing treatment and dl p sal 

1 

units or sites, past operational problems and improYemenr instituted, 
modifications to the treatment works which are needed ·rc attain the permitted 
fl.ow Fdt~ due to changing site specific conditions or design criteria; and 

e. The Permittee s chedule of ,compliance t.o provide additional treatment 
capacity before the 3G-day average daily influent flow rate equals the present 
design treatment capacity of the Permitttee's facility. 
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Fo.r 

SR 342 Access. Road Drainage Crossing and 
Drainage Cb:an.nel Restoration 

Temporary Perm.it TNEV20J.l453 

Prepa ed for: 

Com!iltoek 1\'Iinin~ Inc.. 
1200 American Fat Road 

Virginia City. e.vada 89440 
(775) 883-1518 

P rc pan.:-.cl. by:. 

Man hard~ 
CONSUlTI ... C 

3476 E.xecutive Pointe Wary 
Carson City, ~evada 89702 

June, 201·1 



Man hard. 
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June 20, 2011 

Nevada Division of Environ menta I Protection 
Bureau of Water Pollution Control 
901 S. Stewart Street, Suite 4001 
Carson City, Nevada 89701-5249 

C i Engine:rinc 

Svrv"yin~ 
Wa:er Resource> ~/andgene 

Water & 'Nastewate'" Engineering 

Supply Challl '-"9 sties 

Conslructio., 1>/anage,.,e·t 

Env;ro·menta Sc ences 

Lmdscape Arc~ te::ture 

Land ":1!an:1inJ; 

Subject: FINAL PROJECT NARRATIVE- NDEP TEMPORARY 
PERMIT TNEV201 1453 

AnN: Compliance Coordinator 

The purpose of this report is to document the project activities as preseoted to ;>.;lJcl'. 
Attached an:: photos documenting ~before, during, and after" implementation of BMP's 
and a field report provided by Gcocon Consultants. This project is to provide temporary 
access roads required for exploration drilling Lo support a proposed mining proje<:L 
Exploration drilling is expected to continue intermittently for two to three years. The 
equipment for this work includes mobile drilling rigs, light trucks and support personal 
with their related equipment. The site is situated in a mountainous regjon along a hillside 
adjacent to State Route 342 in Swn:y Coumy, NeVlllht. Acvcss to the site involves 
leaving SR 342 and crossi.og the adjacent intermittent stream bed. The access roads are 
natural surface access roads and at the existing crossing of the stream bed rip rap d 150 
was used. The proposed crossing area was graded to match the original flow condition. 
The <..Tossing will allow the flow to continue over the access road without erosion 
o<.:cuning. The existing drain(l%c channel approximately '100 feet south of the crossing 
area was restored using rip rap cl 1.50 and straw waddles. 

''I ce1tify under penalty of law, that tlll.s docwnent and all atlachments were prepared 
under my direction or supervision in accordance with a system designed to assure that 
qualified personnel properly gathered and evaluated the intormation submitted. Based on 
my inquiry of the peT$on or personS who rlianall,e the system, or those persons directly 
responsible tor gathering informat ion, t11e information submitted is, to the best of my 
knowledge and belief, true, accurate, and complete. I am aware that there are significant 
penalties for ~uhmitting fal~e information, including the possibil ity o f fine and 
imprisonmcm for knowing violations .~ 

Manhard Consulting Ltd. 

~~ ~ 
Kenneth L. Dorr, P.E. 
Senior Proiect Manger 

"'""'"'"' Const~mg. l.t<i. 3476 Executive Pante Way. Strte 12 • Carson Otv. Nevada 89706 
tsl: (7751 SS:!.SS~ • fax: (775) 885-729~ • \\WW.manhard.com 

ARIZOIIA • CALIFffi~.wl • CQ.DFAOJ • G:CR:>IA • LUN!lS • IIIWNA • MARI'I.AN) • 1\fVAOA • VIRGI\IIft 



GEOCON 
CONSULTANTS, INC . 

GEOTECHNICA L • ENV I RONMENTAL • MAiER I .A L S 

P.N. R8758 06 0:2 
June 20, 20 11 

Mr. Ken lJorr 
Manhat-d Consulting. Ltd. 
3476 Executive polnt Way, #12. 
Calfson City. ~' 89706 

Subject! P'ROJECT REPORT - NDEP TEMPORA. Y PERMIT TNEV20ll453 
C(lMSTOCK Mll\NG- SR 342 ACCESS ROAD DRADlAGE CR OSSING 
AND D.~AGE CH....\NNEL RESTORATION 
STOREY COUNTY, NEVADA 

As requested, Geoco :~. Con ultants., Inc. has provided const.ructioo obs-ervarti·on scrvic s in 

association with the construction of the drainage crossing and drainage channel restoration at the 

subject Coms~k Mining Jte. Representatives of Geocon were on sitce from J1.m·e 14, 2011 

through June 17. 20 1.1 to observe corn•truction and r-estoration activities conducted by at ·the site 

and to p ovide photo documentation of the project in accordance with tbe above referenced 

NDEP permit. The project included the construction of a rip--rap Jined dr.tinag~e crossing used for 

access to mining property ~ast of drainan-0 and drainage charmtili sl-op~ r·~storatlon downstream of 

the cro ing aJong State Route 34 2. 

Ba.s~d on our site obse at1on.s, ~d to the b~L t of our knowledge, information~ an.d belief, the 

impr-o'Vements reported herein are in general confor.rnance with tb. proj ct pjans and permit 

llequirements. 

Thank you for the opportunity to be of service. Should you ha ·0 any qu stions regarding the 

contents of this report, please do not hesitate. to contact our office. 

GEOCOl\ CONSULTANTS, INC. 

Gary C_ l~uce, P .E. 
Senior Engineer 

Enc lo~~~ ~rcs: 

Q~ 

Site Constructio P hotogrnphs 
Uaily Fie.ld l.:..eports 

Dis.tributim: (2) !\ dd!te~O.:: 

(0 fi le 

4010 Te~y 'Wo)', SuiteD • Ccn.:or1 City, NV 89706 • Telepl!oll!! 775.888.9900 • Fa..: 775.88S.9904 
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Pre, construction Photograph, June 9, 2011 
Dralna,ge crossing- south view. 

IPIR!E-CONSTRUCTION PHOTOGRAPH 

COMSTOCK MIN'I NG-SR342 ACCESS 
ROAD/DRAINAGE CHANNEL 
STORY COUNTY, NEVADA 

PROJIECT NO. RB758-06-02 



!Photograph #1 , June 13, 2011 
D~ra in age cross ln.g - South v ew, excavating ·for rip-rap. 

Photograph #2 June 13, 2011 
Drainage crossing- South view. placing1 irafi 140N fabri:e. 

SITE PHOTOGRAPHS 1 and 2 
GEOCON 
C ONSlJ I..TA!\1'1'$. INC . COMSTOCK MI,NING-SR.342 .ACCESS 

ROAD/DRAINAGE CHANNEL 
STORY COUNTYj NEVADA 

JMK PROJIECT NO. R:8758-06-02 
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Photograph #3, June 13. 2011 
Drai1nage cros'Sing- South view. Cl150 rip-rap complete. 

Photograph #4, June 1-4, 2011 
Drainage crossing - South view, grave placed in trav·ellane over ri~rap. 

SITE PHOTOGRAPHS 3 and 4 

COMSTOCK MINING-SR342 ACCESS 
ROAD/DRAINAGE CHANNEL 
STORY COUNTY, NEVADA 

PROJECT NO. R8758-06-02 
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Photograph #5, June 15,2.011 
Drainage channel rlft.toration • northeast V~iew. prio:r to removing materiial. 

Photograph IM1 June 15, 2D11 
Drainage ehanne'l restoration- east view. prior 1:o removlng mate:r,ial. 

SITE PHOTOGRAPHS Sand 6 

COMSTOCK IMINING-SR342 ACCESS 
:ROAD/DRAINAGE CHANNEL 
STORY COUNTY, NEVADA 

PROJECT NO. R8758-06-02 



Phot.og raph #7, June 15, 2011 
Dra:inage channel restOration- northeast view, plaeing riip-rap. 

Pllotograpb #Bt June 16,2011 
Drainage channel1 resto'fatio:n- east view, placing rip-rap. 

SITE PHOTOGRAJPHS 7' and 8 

COMSTOCK MINING-SR342 ACCESS 
ROADIORAINAGE CHANNEL 
STORY COUNTY, NEVADA 

JMK 'PROJECT NO. R8758•0s.o2 



PhotOiJ ra ph #9, June 1$, 2i011 
Drainage channe11 re.storation- northeast view, competed slope restoration. 

P'hotograph #10, June 16,2011 
Drainage channel restoration -east view~ comp eted :slope r,estoration. 

SITE PHOTOGRAPHS 9 and 10 

COMSTOCK MIN1ING-SR342 ACCESS 
ROAD/DRAINAGE CHANNEL 
STORY COUNTY, NEVADA 

JMK I PROJECT NO. R8758~06--02. 
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Photograph #11. June 14,2011 
Drainage· crossing - south view, Miraft '140'N ·tabri c coverage. 

Photograph #1:2,, June 16, 2011 
Drainage crossing· north view, rip-rap crossing!. 

SITE PHOTOGRAPHS 11 and 12 

COMSTOCK. MINING-SR342 ACCESS 
ROAD/DRAINAGE CHANNEL 
STORY COUNTY, NEVADA 

PROJECT NO. R8758~06-02 



Photograph #13, J·une1~ 2:0·11 
Drainage channet restorat ion - south view, compJeted s lope. 

Photograph #1 4~ Ju-ne 16, 2011 
Drainage crossing - sou,th view, complet e-d slope. 

SITE PHOTOGRAPHS 13 and 14 

COMSTOCK MINtNG-SR342 ACCESS 
ROADIBRAINAGE CHANNEL 
STORY COUNTY, NEVADA 

JMK PROJECT NO. R875B-'06-0.2. 
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